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BOOK REVIEWS 



Among School Gardens. By M. Louise Green. New York: Charities 

Publication Committee, 1910. Illustrated. Pp. xv+388. $1.25. 

One of the excellent pieces of work that has been made possible by the 
Russell Sage Foundation is a painstaking investigation of the purpose and 
method of the school-garden movement. The results of this investigation have 
taken the form of a book. Dr. Greene, to whom this work was assigned, has 
covered all sorts and conditions of garden work — school gardens, "home gardens 
and window boxes, community, civic, and industrial gardens. The United States 
and Canada are fully treated and there are numerous important references to 
European gardens. In the first chapter, which is upon "The Evolution of the 
School Garden," the remarkably extensive and intensive growth of the move- 
ment in the United States is shown. Less than twenty years (nineteen years 
according to the records) have passed since through the assistance of the 
Massachusetts Horticultural Society and under the direction of Mr. Henry 
Lincoln Clapp the first school garden was established at Roxbury, Mass. It 
was rapidly and generally recognized that gardens afforded splendid oppor- 
tunities for many-sided development of boys and girls, and the idea which was 
at first called a "fad" soon secured practical recognition in every state. The 
school and home have been brought closer together. School and home gardens 
both serve as excellent laboratories for the study of elementary science and 
economics. Better and more purposeful education is secured and the possible 
good reaction on the home is indicated when we note the claim that in Cleve- 
land, Ohio, due to the school-garden influence, over 50,000 home gardens have 
come into existence. Almost equally striking results are reported from other 
cities and in the country the home garden has received a new stimulus. 

Other chapters deal with : "Different Kinds of Gardens," "Soil Fertility," 
"Cost of Equipment," "Planning and Planting the Gardens," "After Planting, 
What?" "Some Garden Weeds," and "The School Garden in Vacation and in 
Term Time." 

Throughout the entire book the discussions and abundant illustrations 
present in a concrete and authoritative way the many things that both experi- 
enced and inexperienced teachers want to know in order to secure the best 
educative results. Some of the features of the lengthy and valuable appendix 
are : an outline in garden study showing the relation between garden work and 
the other subjects of the primary school (Grade 2), transplanting, potting, and 
resetting, insecticides, tables giving data for planting of vegetables and flower- 
ing plants, testimony from adults regarding the value of garden work, and a 
garden bibliography consisting of thirty-one pages. 
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